
The Visible Light Project is intended to bring a bit of nature to an environment 
associated with loneliness, isolation, and death. On December 15, 2014, I installed 
several large artworks at Alexandria Care Center, the first of what I hope will be multiple 
convalescent homes that care for Medicaid patients. The artworks are photographs of 
natural electromagnetic light, enlarged up to 25 ft and printed on painted canvas without 
digital manipulation to the color. The project aims to bring awareness to the 
disenfranchisement of the elderly population in the U.S., which in my experience has 
been denied power, respect, and visibility. When I started working on this project, I was 
moved by the response of several elderly care facilities, some of which had not received 
a donation of any kind in over 15 years, and whose workers attempt to provide 
compassionate care on an untenable budget. U.S. residents of elderly care facilities 
represent a largely neglected population, with 85% not receiving any visitors at all 
(National Center for Health Statistics). I’ve been told on a number of occasions by 
individuals in the art world that donating artwork to convalescent facilities is not 
“interesting” or “sexy” enough to be a good career move for an artist, and that I should 
be focusing on other things. I think this reflects a very impoverished view of art’s 
purpose, and an unnecessary support of the economic and institutional primacy of the 
contemporary art market. The democratization of art requires a more intentional 
approach than the inevitable mechanics of technological progress. I am truly thankful to 
be undertaking this project, which has already received partial sponsorship, and hope 
that it will continue to help inspire awareness and volunteer action on behalf of the 
elderly demographic who have little to no voice, and that it will help to promote a more 
egalitarian understanding of art’s purpose. 

-F.R. 

	


